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By Dennis L. Taylor

dtaylor@montereyherald.com

MONTEREY » When Chris and 
Sabu Shake sat down together 
shortly after the shelter-in-place 
order was issued and they were 
forced to close their four restau-
rants and transition two of them 
to take-out, the one piece of busi-
ness the brothers decided on right 
off the bat was the need to take 
care of their restaurant employ-
ees.

All 400 of them. Each day, 
seven days a week, they can count 

on hot meals.
The Shakes are partners in 

Restaurant Pacific Group, which 
owns Old Fisherman’s Grotto, 
Scales, and The Fish Hopper in 
Monterey, and another Fish Hop-
per overlooking Kailua Bay in 
Kona, Hawaii. Only the Grotto 
and Scales remain open for to-
go orders.

On Monday Chris Shake was 
quick to credit vendors like Sysco 
and PepsiCo for donating food 
and bottled water, as well as cus-
tomers dropping off checks for 
a couple of hundred dollars or 

in one case $2,000 to help offset 
the hardships workers face since 
Monterey County issued the stay-
at-home order.

He was hesitant to talk about 
how much he and Sabu Shake 
are spending to provide a daily 
meal for 400 people, but the math 
isn’t hard to figure out. They are 
spending thousands every day at 
a time when revenue has plum-
meted to near nothing. But they 
didn’t stop there. They are also 
feeding the nearby homeless and 
sending food over to people in 
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A statue of 
Sabu Shake Sr. 
stands guard 
outside the Old 
Fisherman’s 
Grotto in 
2009. The 
restaurant is 
one of those 
owned by the 
Shakes that 
is providing 
meals for its 
employees. 

MONTEREY REGIONAL AIRPORT

COVID-19 takes 
toll on business 

By James Herrera

jherrera@montereyherald.com 
@jamerra1 on Twitter

MONTEREY » Business at the 
Monterey Regional Airport has 
plummeted as the impacts of 
COVID-19 has put the airline in-
dustry into a tailspin that shows 
no signs of leveling off any time 
soon.

“It’s indicative of what’s hap-
pening in the industry,” said 
Mike La Pier, Monterey Re-
gional Airport executive direc-
tor. “Traffic is down by 90% 

right now and that’s consistent 
with other airports.”

Each day the arrival and de-
parture schedules at the Mon-
terey airport include several 
cancellations.

So far none of the carriers 
have announced the closure of 
any routes but are flying them 
less frequently.

The assumption is that the 
airlines are taking it on a flight-
by-flight basis, but other issues 
such as crew availability also 
play a part, said the airport ex-
ecutive director.

“Right now nobody’s flying,” 
said La Pier. “It is turbulent 
times on many levels.”

The Monterey Regional Ai-
port’s revenues depend not 
only on passenger traffic but 
on associated activities includ-
ing parking, car rentals, other 
transportation fees, restaurant 
operations, and other revenue 
streams.

For its part, the Monterey 
airport is working with tenants 
to delay rent payments, reduce 
purchases to essentials only, re-
ducing workers’ hours and cut-
ting back on marketing and ad-
vertising.

La Pier said the airport can 
endure longer with the changes 
in how it does business.

Since the beginning of the 

coronavirus crisis, airlines and 
airports have been similarly im-
pacted with people sheltering-
in-place or staying-at-home, as 
ordered by officials nationally 
and locally.

The state-wide Stay Home Or-
der by Governor Gavin Newsom 
that began on March 18 was sup-
ported by the Monterey County 
Health Officer’s Shelter in Place 
Order, with no end date in sight.

On Sunday, President Trump 
extended the federal stay-at-
home guidelines until April 30.

The efforts are to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus with 
exceptions involving only es-
sential trips including grocery 
shopping and health care ap-
pointments.
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Traffic at Monterey Regional Aiport is down precipitously as COVID-19 takes a toll on the industry and people shelter and stay home to 
curtail the spread of the virus.

Cancellations up, traffic down 
by 90% as people stay home

By Tom Wright

twright@montereyherald.com 
@wrightscribe on Twitter

SALINAS » Monterey County’s 
Superior Court of California is-
sued a revised interim order last 
week, reflecting an order by the 
state chief justice, announcing 
the Marina and Monterey court-
houses are closed to the public 
while only essential parties for 
in-custody felony arraignment 
hearings are allowed in the Sali-
nas Courthouse.

Access to the Salinas Court-
house and the juvenile courthouse 
on Natividad Road is restricted to 
those required to appear in per-
son for a court hearing. The juve-
nile courthouse is closed to the 
public with the exception of es-
sential parties for in-custody ju-
venile matters, which will include 
one parent. Casual dress is en-
couraged so clothing can be eas-
ily laundered.

Meanwhile, Chief Justice Tani 
Cantil-Sakauye and the California 
Judicial Council voted Saturday 
by conference call to extend stat-
utory deadlines and make greater 
use of technology to try and stop 
the spread of COVID-19.

“Together we must play our 
part in ‘flattening the curve’ for 
our state and nation as this pan-
demic evolves,” Chief Justice Tani 
G. Cantil-Sakauye said in a press 
release. “But we also must pre-
serve the rule of law, to protect 
the rights and liberties of all Cal-
ifornians, as all state government 
strives to protect their health and 
wellbeing.”

The Judicial Council voted to 
temporarily grant state courts the 
right to the following:

• Extend the deadline in which 
a detained felony defendant has 
to appear in court from 48 hours 
to as long as seven days.

• Extend from 10 days to 30 
days the deadline to hold a pre-
liminary hearing for defendants 
who invoke their rights to a 
speedy trial.

• Extend the time period for 
holding a speedy trial, after a de-
fendant is held to answer or in-
dicted: for misdemeanors, from 
30 to 60 days; for felonies, from 
60 to 90 days.

• Extend the time period to 
bring an action to trial “by more 
than 30 days.”

Cantil-Sakauye said the coun-
cil was exercising the emergency 
powers granted to them by Gov. 
Gavin Newsom to keep the state 
courts operating during the pan-
demic.

“I want emphasize the key 
word for all of us: temporary,” she 
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Superior 
Court issues 
revised 
closure order
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