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Family steps up for workers
COVID-19

By Dennis L. Taylor
dtaylor@montereyherald.com

When Chris and
Sabu Shake sat down together
shortly after the shelter-in-place
order was issued and they were
forced to close their four restaurants and transition two of them
to take-out, the one piece of business the brothers decided on right
off the bat was the need to take
care of their restaurant employees.
All 400 of them. Each day,
seven days a week, they can count
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on hot meals.
The Shakes are partners in
Restaurant Paciﬁc Group, which
owns Old Fisherman’s Grotto,
Scales, and The Fish Hopper in
Monterey, and another Fish Hopper overlooking Kailua Bay in
Kona, Hawaii. Only the Grotto
and Scales remain open for togo orders.
On Monday Chris Shake was
quick to credit vendors like Sysco
and PepsiCo for donating food
and bottled water, as well as customers dropping off checks for
a couple of hundred dollars or

in one case $2,000 to help offset
the hardships workers face since
Monterey County issued the stayat-home order.
He was hesitant to talk about
how much he and Sabu Shake
are spending to provide a daily
meal for 400 people, but the math
isn’t hard to ﬁgure out. They are
spending thousands every day at
a time when revenue has plummeted to near nothing. But they
didn’t stop there. They are also
feeding the nearby homeless and
sending food over to people in
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A statue of
Sabu Shake Sr.
stands guard
outside the Old
Fisherman’s
Grotto in
2009. The
restaurant is
one of those
owned by the
Shakes that
is providing
meals for its
employees.
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Superior
Court issues
revised
closure order
By Tom Wright
twright@montereyherald.com
@wrightscribe on Twitter
SALINAS » Monterey County’s
Superior Court of California issued a revised interim order last
week, reﬂecting an order by the
state chief justice, announcing
the Marina and Monterey courthouses are closed to the public
while only essential parties for
in-custody felony arraignment
hearings are allowed in the Salinas Courthouse.
Access to the Salinas Courthouse and the juvenile courthouse
on Natividad Road is restricted to
those required to appear in person for a court hearing. The juvenile courthouse is closed to the
public with the exception of essential parties for in-custody juvenile matters, which will include
one parent. Casual dress is encouraged so clothing can be easily laundered.
Meanwhile, Chief Justice Tani
Cantil-Sakauye and the California
Judicial Council voted Saturday
by conference call to extend statutory deadlines and make greater
use of technology to try and stop
the spread of COVID-19.
“Together we must play our
part in ‘ﬂattening the curve’ for
our state and nation as this pandemic evolves,” Chief Justice Tani
G. Cantil-Sakauye said in a press
release. “But we also must preserve the rule of law, to protect
the rights and liberties of all Californians, as all state government
strives to protect their health and
wellbeing.”
The Judicial Council voted to
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temporarily
grant
state courts the
right to the following:
• Extend the deadline in which

