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The Old Fisherman’s
WharfAssociation has
announced its 2018/2019
Board of Directors. The
Board includes:

GinaAldrete, President
ChrisShake,VicePresident/

Immediate Past President
Sherri Tuioti, Secretary/

Treasurer
Executive Director:

Wendy Brickman

Joe De Lecce
Mary Alice Cerrito

Fettis
Jim Gilbert
Kevin Phillips
Sabu Shake, Jr.
Michael Zaouk
For more information

about Old Fisherman’s
Wharf, visit www.
montereywharf.com or call
831.238-0777.
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MOnTErEy, CA.
— For history lovers,
an engrossing two-
volume novel, nueva
California, has been
published spanning
several centuries (1519-
1857). The story traces
the early years when
Spaniards from Mexico
came to colonize
California and Father
Serra began to establish
the mission system up

and down the coast of
the state. The books
provide a rare glimpse
into the lives of those
who lived during the
rise and fall of the
missions in California.

According to author
Todd Cook, “I have
always been interested
in the origins of
California when Father
Serra came to the area.
readers will feel like

they are stepping back
in time and looking
at that bygone era
through the eyes of
my protagonist, Diego
Soberanes.. I enjoy
helping my readers
imagine what it was like
to live in a California
that was basically an
isolated “Eden” at the
farthest edge of the
civilized world — there
were no real towns or
major roads. It’s hard to
imagine this today.”

There were multiple
sources of inspiration
for author Todd Cook’s
historical novel, nueva

California. The first
would be his 25 years of
living on the Monterey
Peninsula, where he not
only visited historic
sites, but took in the
published works of
numerous Peninsula
historians.

Cook was the son
of a Chaplain in the
navy and lived in seven
states throughout the
U.S. He graduated
from Asbury College in
Kentucky with a B.A
in English and earned
an M.A in American
History from American
Public University. For

three years, Todd was
a volunteer with the
Carmel Mission Art
and Artifact Inventory
Team, followed by a
stint operating a local
Spanish History Tour.
In 2011, Todd read
the James Michener
novel, Hawaii which
inspired him to wonder
if he too could write
a Michener-like epic
novel, one with the
Carmel Mission at the
heart of the story (a
California, if you will).
nueva California is
Cook’s third novel and
fifth published book.

The books are available
from Floricanto Press
and Amazon.
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The Boys & Girls
Clubs of Monterey County
(BGCMC) welcomes José
Morán in his new role
as Interim Director for
the Salinas Clubhouse.

Morán has been with
BGCMC for more than
12 years in a variety of
leadership and program
roles, most recently as
Director of Community

relations. Morán accepted
the new role following
the departure of former
Director La Tonya Glover.
The Salinas Clubhouse
serves more than 340
members a day. “I believe
it’s possible to make a
positive impact every day,
with every single act,”
Morán said.

Besides his work at
the Club, Morán is a

member of the Salinas
Alisal rotary and serves
on the steering committee
for the Latino network
for Monterey County.
He is a published poet,
songwriter and performer.
His prior professional
experience includes
his time as Executive
Director of the California
Parent Institute in San
Jose and Clubhouse

Director of the Treasure
Island Boys & Girls
Clubs of San Francisco.

The Clubs are open
Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. – 6 p.m. during
summer and school
breaks, and from 12 p.m.
to 6 p.m. when school
is in session. Additional
information is available
at www.bgcmc.org or via
phone at 831-394-5171.
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