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By Jim Johnson
jjohnson@montereyherald.com
@JimJohnson_MCH on Twitter

SALINAS » Quincy resident April Lorenzo testi-
fied Friday about finally realizing Jane Doe was
being starved and abused during a visit to her
home by then-friend Tami Huntsman in Decem-
ber 2015. That prompted her to help report the
9-year-old girl’s mistreatment to authorities and
triggered a series of events that led to the discov-
ery of the bodies of the girl’s younger siblings in
a Redding storage locker.

Lorenzo, who once lived inHuntsman’s “filthy”
East Salinas apartment nearly two decades ago,
testified that Huntsman asked to visit around
Thanksgiving and showed up a few weeks later.

CHILDABUSE/MURDERCASE

Testimony: Former
Huntsman friend
discovered abuse

ByVicky Stein
newsroom@montereyherald.
com

MONTEREY » With the ar-
rival of spring comes the
arrival of the killer whales
to Monterey Bay. An attack
last week on a gray whale
calf by a group of 17 killer
whales signified the begin-
ning of “killer whale season”
to many observers.

The killer whales (also
known as orcas) found
in this area patrol long
stretches of coastline look-
ing for their prey, which in-
clude seals, dolphins, and,
when they can get them,
gray whale calves.

Those gray whale calves
are really what drives the
seasonal abundance of killer
whales, according to Nancy
Black, a marine biologist
with Monterey Bay Whale
Watch. Gray whales migrate
from their winter homes in
Mexico back to their sum-
mer feeding grounds in
Alaska, and their path along
the California coast takes
them right through Mon-
terey Bay.

For adult gray whales, the
deep water of Monterey Bay
doesn’t pose a problem. But
mothers and calves need the
shelter of shallower water to
avoid being vulnerable to at-
tack.

One such attack hap-
pened sometime during the
night before or early morn-
ing of April 5 — a group
of killer whales separated
a baby gray whale from
its larger, more danger-
ous mother, and success-
fully killed it. After a whale
watching boat discovered
the carcass of a baby gray
whale surrounded by feed-
ing killer whales that morn-
ing, they marked the begin-
ning of this year’s bloody
season.

“The ones feeding were
taking the tongue and
stripping the blubber,”
said Black, who watched
the killer whales feed from
her boat for hours. “Lots of
birds, gulls, a big slick so
you couldn’t see the carcass
right away.”

Blue Ocean Whale Watch
owner, captain, and natural-
ist Kate Cummings says that
she warns her passengers
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KILLER WHALE SEASON
REACHES MONTEREY BAY
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A large male killer whale patrols the area off Cypress Point in Pebble Beach in 2005.

ByRobert Burns, ZekeMiller and Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » The United States, France and
Britain launched military strikes in Syria to
punish President Bashar Assad for an apparent
chemical attack against civilians and to deter
him fromdoing it again, President Donald Trump
announced Friday. Explosions lit up the skies over
Damascus, the Syrian capital, as Trump spoke
from the White House.

Syrian television reported that Syria’s air de-
fenses, which are substantial, responded to the
attack. After the attack ceased and the early
morning skies went dark once more, vehicles
with loudspeakers roamed the streets of Damas-
cus blaring nationalist songs.

Trump said the U.S. is prepared to sustain
pressure on Assad until he ends what the presi-
dent called a criminal pattern of killing his own
people with internationally banned chemical
weapons. It was not immediately clear whether
Trumpmeant the alliedmilitary operationwould
extend beyond an initial nighttime round of mis-
sile strikes.

“The evil and the despicable attack leftmothers
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Frankie Berlanga steps down
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House Speaker Paul Ryan has
endorsed his top lieutenant,
Rep. Kevin McCarthy, to be his
successor. PAGE A5
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Ryan anoints McCarthy
to be his successor

Spring brings
whale calves and
their predators

A pod of killer whales in Monterey Bay in 2005. Each spring the killer whales come hunting
the migrating gray whales.
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