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By James Herrera

jherrera@montereyherald.com 
@jamerra1 on Twitter

MONTEREY » Eyeing a goal to ex-
pand capacity by increasing the 
number of affordable homes Hab-
itat for Humanity Monterey Bay 
builds in Monterey and Santa 
Cruz counties, the nonprofit’s new 
CEO is ready to lead it into 2020.

“Our communi-
ties deserve safe, 
decent, af ford-
able housing, and 
they need it today, 
not ten years from 
now,” said Satish 
Rishi, recently se-
lected to helm the 
nonprofit. “I’m ex-
cited to lead Hab-

itat Monterey Bay into a new 
phase of growth and increased 
housing production.”

Rishi joined the Habitat for 
Humanity team in early Decem-
ber 2019 after finishing a career 
working in finance for technology 
companies throughout the United 
States.

“I’ve lived in the (San Fran-
cisco) Bay Area for about three 
decades and moved to the Santa 
Cruz area about three years ago,” 
said Rishi. “Before becoming 
the CEO of Habitat for Human-
ity Monterey Bay, I volunteered 
with several nonprofits, both as 
a volunteer and also as a board 
member.”

Rishi last worked as the chief 
financial officer for Rambus and 
Toppan Photomasks and also held 
senior management positions at 
Dell Inc. and Intel Corporation. 
Rishi also served as a board mem-
ber for various technology compa-
nies and non-profit organizations.

Rishi retired from Rambus in 
August, 2016 after serving as se-
nior vice president of finance and 
CFO of the multi-million dollar 
company for 10 years, and super-
vised a 50-person global staff. He 
was named “CFO of the Year” by 
Silicon Valley Business Journal 
later that year.

“Having executive-level finance 
leadership roles gave me a good 
foundation for nonprofit man-
agement, since many nonprofits 
work hard to make big impacts 
with small budgets,” said the 
new CEO. “I was lucky to inherit 
a great team of people who are ex-
perts in building affordable hous-
ing and have been hard at work 
for many years in the Monterey 
Bay region.”
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Ben Bence (left) and Miguel Chavez (seated) of the Marine Life Studies’ Whale Entanglement Team  present a hands-on interactive 
whale and dolphin feeding demonstration about plastic pollution at Whalefest Monterey. The annual festival drew thousands of at-
tendees.
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SALINAS » The man who police 
believe used a slingshot to shoot 
glass marbles from his vehicle at 
oncoming traffic in the Prunedale 
area in incidents dating back to 
February 2019 pleaded not guilty 
Monday to 79 felony charges.

The Monterey County District 
Attorney’s Office added addi-
tional charges after first present-

ing Charles Kenneth Lafferty, 52, 
with nine counts of assault with 
a deadly weapon Friday while ex-
plaining more charges were pend-
ing. Lafferty now faces 74 counts 
of assault with a deadly weapon, 
three counts of felony child abuse 
and two counts of assault upon a 
peace officer or firefighter.

“The child abuse charges arise 
from incidents when children 
were hit with broken glass rid-
ing in vehicles,” Deputy District 
Attorney Matthew L’Heureux 

said after the arraignment, add-
ing that for the most part, each 
charge came from a separate in-
cident outside of the child abuse 
counts.

L’Heureux said the counts of 
assault on a peace officer took 
place on April 28, 2019.

“I can’t give specifics as to 
those charges at this time,” he 
said about the two counts.

With Alex Cardinale from the 
Monterey County Public Defend-
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Prunedale suspect pleads not guilty
Charles Kenneth Lafferty now faces 79 felony charges A projectile 

struck the 
Carmel High 
football 
team’s bus on 
Highway 156 
in Prunedale in 
November.

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO » A billion-
aire who has been fighting for 
more than a decade to keep a 
secluded beach to himself has 
filed a new complaint in his 
lawsuit against California and 
San Mateo County for allegedly 
harassing him and violating 
his property rights.

In his new complaint filed 
Friday in San Francisco, Ven-
ture capitalist Vinod Khosla 
accuses top officials with the 
California Coastal Commission 
and State Lands Commission 
of trying to force the billion-
aire to let the public onto his 

property to use Martins Beach, 
the San Francisco Chronicle re-
ported.

The complaint also names 
San Mateo County Sheriff Car-
los Bolanos and Steve Monow-
itz, the director of the San Ma-
teo County Planning and Build-
ing Department, alleging they 
all engaged in “a concerted ef-
fort ... to single out, coerce, and 
harass one coastal property 
owner for refusing to cede its 
private property rights.”

It claims the defendants 
tried to “strong arm” Khosla 
into allowing the public “unfet-
tered access (to) private prop-
erty, without government com-

pensation.”
The legal battle dates to 

2008, when Khosla — a ven-
ture capitalist who co-founded 
the Silicon Valley technology 
company Sun Microsystems 
— bought an 89-acre coastal 
property for $32.5 million in 
San Mateo County and closed 
a gate, put up a no-access sign 
and painted over a billboard at 
the entrance that had adver-
tised access to the beach.

The previous owners had 
allowed public access to the 
beach for a fee. Khosla’s attor-
neys said the cost to maintain 
the beach and other facilities 
far exceeded the money the 

fees brought in.
The nonprofit Surfrider 

Foundation sued, and a state 
appeals court ruled that Kho-
sla needed to apply for a coastal 
development permit before 
closing off the main road.

After the U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to hear his ap-
peal in 2018, Khosla contin-
ued to sue over what he con-
siders to be interference with 
his property rights. In the 
meantime, his lawyer said he 
has kept the road open during 
daylight hours to paying visi-
tors. State officials say the gate 
to the road has not been con-
sistently open.
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Billionaire sues state, sheriff, others in beach fight
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Dan Buettner, founder of Blue Zones, speaking at Montage Health annual luncheon
Longevity expert’s wellness program underway in Monterey County

Dan Buettner, who identified the five places in the world where
people live the longest, healthiest lives, is the keynote speaker at the
2020 annual luncheon of Montage Health. Buettner named them
Blue Zones and works with healthcare companies, large employers,
local governments, and others to implement Blue Zones projects in
communities such as Monterey County.

The annual luncheon also features a presentation by Dr. Steven Packer,
president/CEO of Montage Health.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Doors open at 11:30 a.m., lunch at noon
Monterey Conference Center
Tickets are $50
Reservations: montagehealth.org/annualluncheon
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